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WESTERN AUSTRALIA–ALBERTA — SIGNS OF SAFETY FRAMEWORK 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Child Protection) [3.07 pm]: I rise to inform 
the house about the launch of an important memorandum of understanding between the state of Western 
Australia and the Canadian province of Alberta that is further spreading Western Australia’s expertise in child 
protection across the globe. Western Australia and Alberta share many commonalities—population, Indigenous 
people, remote communities and social issues—that impact the safety and wellbeing of children. The signing of 
the memorandum this morning with Minister Bhullar in Calgary, Alberta, and myself in Western Australia, 
formalises the agreement for the Department of Child Protection and Family Support to share the Western 
Australian-developed Signs of Safety child protection practice framework with the Canadian province of 
Alberta. 

Signs of Safety is a tool embedded in Western Australia’s child protection practice that enables child protection 
workers to rigorously assess the safety of a child. The practice framework places families at the centre of 
assessing, planning for, and taking responsibility to provide a safe and positive environment for their children. 
Critically, the framework has strengthened our work with families, meaning more children can stay at home with 
a safety plan in place where needed. 

This home-grown framework is an international success story. Developed in the 1990s by Andrew Turnell and 
Steve Edwards, in collaboration with over 150 Western Australia child protection workers, the Signs of Safety 
child protection framework is currently used in more than 100 jurisdictions and 17 countries around the world, 
including Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Netherlands, Belgium, Austria, Luxembourg, Scotland, England, Ireland, 
Northern Ireland, Wales, the United States of America, Japan, New Zealand and Australia, and now the province 
of Alberta. 

Since the adoption of this framework, the department has substantially achieved its application across the 
breadth of its child protection work. Practitioners at all levels have embraced and recognised the approach as a 
critical element in creating positive outcomes for vulnerable families and children, and this organisational-wide 
implementation has been imperative to its success in Western Australia.  

In 2013–14, the department received 19 400 child protection notifications about children at risk of abuse and 
harm. Of these, 14 240 were assessed as requiring a safety and wellbeing assessment. Of the 14 240 safety and 
wellbeing assessments, child protection concerns were substantiated in 3 070 cases. Through its use of Signs of 
Safety, only 265 children had to enter care, with the remainder able to stay at home with safety plans in place 
where needed. Even when children must be removed for safety reasons, the department works with the child’s 
family to support sufficient change within the family environment to enable children to return home. 

Although the number of children requiring out-of-home care in WA continues to grow, with 6.7 per cent growth 
experienced in 2013–14, the average rate of growth over the past five years has halved, to 6.5 per cent from 
13 per cent in 2007–08, prior to the Signs of Safety child protection framework being introduced. 

We look forward to working with our Canadian counterparts as we continually strive for high quality child 
protection and family support practices in our respective jurisdictions through the mutually beneficial sharing of 
experience, information and expertise. 
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